Slogans and talking points for single payer health care
Everybody in! Nobody Out!

We are already paying for universal health care.  We just aren’t getting it.

I want to choose my doctor.  I don’t want to be forced to “choose” between 5,000 different sets of 50 pages of gobbledegook just to attempt to figure out which of the 5,000 different ways for for-profit insurance companies have to deny my claims is “best for me and my family.”
18,000 people minimum die in the US every year because they cannot afford to pay for the treatments that could have saved them.   Most of them have paid taxes in order to subsidize the health care of the government employees that represent them.
There can’t possibly be a “market” solution for things that are fundamentally unmarketable, like sickness and accidents.  A heart attack is not like an iPod; it is like a house fire.

Profit-taking should never be allowed when it provides a perverse incentive.  Would any sane society allow a for-profit fire department to decide that maximizing profits required permission to set fires?  That is why fire departments are public, run either by governments or associations of neighbors.
Health care is a right.
Health care is a public good, like schools, roads, libraries and the fire department. (The fire department is a source of endless analogies, because health care expenses are mostly attributable to small numbers of people.  We do not make only those people who have fires pay the entire yearly budget of the fire department.  Why should heart attacks be treated differently?)

If you have never been expensively sick, you know nothing whatsoever about how good your insurance is, just as you don’t really know how good your fire department is.  With any luck, you will never have to find out in either case.

In any given age demographic, 5% of its population accounts for 50% of health care costs, and 15% of its population for 85% of the costs.  That’s why we need to spread risk by having everyone be part of the same system.
In 2007, a 12 year old boy died from an infected tooth.  It could have been removed for $80, which his mother didn’t have.  A fruitless attempt to save his life cost about $250,000.  A note to those taxpayers who don’t want to spend $80 on a kid for dental care—guess what?  You just got charged $250,000.

In 2005, a Florida couple who had been married for 50 years, with children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, got divorced so that the wife could become eligible for Medicaid.  They could no longer afford the $2800 a week for chemotherapy.
So far we have "reformed" the health insurance system by reinforcing precisely what's wrong with it. To do this again would yield precisely the same result.
A successful public health plan has been passed before.  In 1965, Medicare was up and running within one year of passage, and that was before we had really cheap computing power.

All kinds of private companies successfully compete on the same playing field as public services.  Public libraries have not put Elliott Bay Books out of business.  Fedex and UPS compete successfully with the US Postal Service.  The introduction of Social Security survivors’ benefits left plenty of room for many different kinds of private life insurance.  If private health insurers are worried about competing with government financed health care, they are admitting that they add no value to the health care system whatsoever.
Single payer saves money and saves lives.

If you call 911, you don’t get a bill from the fire department or the police department.  Why should you get one from the hospital?
Things that only single payer can do—
Prevent 60% of all family bankruptcies

Save taxpayers 30 cents on every health care dollar.

Cover everybody for all necessary treatments without bankrupting the system.
